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WILLIAM -TVRPIN 
knight,&c. his approucd good friend : 


'and Patron, theincreaſe of all Gods 


bicfſings and graces with the ſound 
oy and peace of a good conlct- 
cnce be multiplied conti- 
nually through leſ1ts 


_ Chriſt, 
ql Eruſing my paper | 


| S | notes, and finding 
=] ſome heads of do- 
(AED Pol Qrine rouching 
this argumet of tillage, deliuc- 
red vpo occaſion ofn my calling 
tothe publike place: & withall 
conſidering , and vnfainedly 
A-2  be- 


THE EPISTLE 
bewailingthe hard hap of the 
_ generallexpeced hope,tor the 
neceſlarie redrefle of thedan- 
gerous decaythereof;.as a wel- 
. 'willer of the common goodof 
my coiitry, I haue added theſe 
 myſecondthoughts tomyfor. 
 . mermeditations,to be(itf may 
be) asa further ſpurre for the 
4 *  moreſpeedy reforming of this 
_ groſle abuſe, orartleaſta Chri- 
ſtian warning to preuent a fur- 
ther miſchiefe,V Vhich my beſt 
endeauour I preſent to you 
_( right worſhipfull) not onely 
as a pawne of greater duties 
purpoſed for yout kind de- 
_ ferts, burfor thatI am perſwa- 


. ded 
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ded of your innocencie and 
harmelcſneſle herin, asalſo of 
- the honeſtie and vprightneſſe 
of your hart fot your countries 
good. For howſocuer ſome in 
ſecret may vncharitably ccn- 
ſureyou,and puryou inthe ca- 


and ſo nibble at your credite, 
as one notaltogetherfree from 
this great offence: Yet dare I 
| be bold to ingage my poore 
| credite,thart whatfocuer ation 
of yours hath buta ſhew of any 
hinderance,you would be rea- 
dy toredrefle,and moſt willing 
toredeeme with anytolerable 


galne, 


AZ 


talogue of the iuſtly accuſed: * 


priuate loſle for the 'publicke . 


THE EPISTLE, &. 
gaine. Ando beſecching the 
almighty to increaſe your loue 
tro our Church and common- 

wealth, that ſtill you maypro- . | 
curetheprofiteand welfare of 
them borh, by all poſſible pur- 
poſe and practiſe; I commend 
you to Gods grace, with the 
good ſucceſle of this needfull | 
buſineſſe. From my pooreſtu- } 

| dy inSheasby this © of Aprill, | 


"FD 1 I. 


Your Wor(mps:throughty te» 
 wotedinthe Lord leſur, 


Toxn Mooksy.: 


\ Bop 
b BLEND ; E 
TO HE CON- = 
_ ſcitonable Reader. tf 


> EL a] T purpoſe u not(diſcreet 
9 4 LO} Reader) here to pleade 
\\ with pen and paper for 


the belly and back of Li- 


Ws bertjnes and Epicures, il 

i. of Swilbolles and Swagerer or of any _ 

| otheridle drones,and wretched Atheiſts, 1m 
 negleting all lawfull callings and Chri- | 

| ſtan meanesto line orderly andhoneſtly 

' eitherin Church or common-pealth. All 

theſe 1 acknowledge to be the greateſt 

waſters and ſpoylers of our country,wor ſe 

by many degrees, then any depopulators, 

"  Oppreſſors or decayers of tillage: (which 

| jet 1nofurther inſlifie then did the Pro- 

phets Sodome and Gomorrah before Ie- Ezcc.16.48. 
 'uſalems,, for her rebellions agatyſt the hs 
| Tord) for theſe 1 aſſure thee do good to © © 
EE: On none 


TheEpiflle = 


iP none, no not 0 themſelies, nothing at all 


regarding the priate or publike good: 


but making hauocke of the creatures, do 
lac of the labours of other men. for the 


J_ preſent time, and ſurfetting vpon Gods 


Leuit. 18,25, 
& 20.32, 


Frod.10.14. 
19. 


Iod.1.4. 5 


bleſſings, dotake a courſe to bringthe 
whole world to confuſion, and ſowith all 
expeattion to hane the earth for their in- 
tollerable looſeneſſe\to ſpew them out. 
Onr land ſwarmeth too full of ſuch ver- 
mine, who like the graſhoppers of Ezypr,, 
beein 10 cquer the face of our caunirey, 
eating vp al the fruite they can come by, 
that no greene thing ſhall grow by their 
wils,and ſo darken the land and obſcure 
the glory thereof. So that looke what © 
left of the palmer worme ( the oppreſſors 
of the lana)that haue theſe malt-worms3 


 deuonred , and the reſidite of thaſe can- 


> ker-wormesand cormorants, haue theſe 


feruttion , yet a migbiie conſampiid 


caterpiliers conſumed. The truths, this 
wviperows brood and wicked generation 
haue mutually conſpired , if not the at- 


nof 


our 


«a 


tothe Reader 


our deare common-wealth , the damume 
and nourſe of vs all, 1abborre to ſpeake 
of the damnable crue , and Lie owe: 
pany of drunkaras and belly gods whos 


the dinell hath taught a new trade of 


eating and drinking by meaſure, and 
methode.Their yards of cups, anddrder 
of carowſine with ſuch low courteſie, & 
ſalutations of their honeſt mates abſent, 
after . an idelatrous ſort proſtrating 
them [clacs to their Bacchus and bellic- 
god, 1 ſhame to dilate, Beſides the tricke 
of Tobacco to temper their weſtie brains, 


| andinadae both pleaſare and thirſt to Dem. 


their unmeaſurable deſire 0 4 drinking. 
I cannot reckon vp the thou 

mault and 200d graine, waſted and bet- 
liſhly ſpent by theſe Helluoes and Har- 


pies. Alltheſe.( 1 know)) abborre the 


| plougb,and art enemies to theſtate: who 


yet (1 confeſſe) in their bigh talke do iu- 
ſifie tillage, and wil be ready (no doubt) 
fo reforme the decay thereof”, with ſpade 
and peckaxe,' The bumours of any ſuch 

OOTY 


nds of 


2941 96 


1.Cor.g.9. 


| TheEpiltle 


I deteſt to pleaſe , as being moſt horrible. 


Here onely I ſolicite the pitifull caſe of 


painfullplowmen, tradeſmen, and poore 


labourers, not able by their paines , and 
gaines , to furniſh Thetr families with 
ſafficient food, who ſometimes for want 
thertof ,breake ont into fearefull clamors 
azarn(t the tyrannow dealing of unins 
mncloſers and needkſſe ouerthrowers of 
village, who are here onely taxed. Neither 
am I ſo ſenſleſſe, ſimply to condemne all 
kind of paflures and feedings, knowing 
that euery creature in the kinde haue 
their proper place and portion of the 
earth allotted of the Lord: Beſides the 
Chriſtian libertie of men t0 wſe them for 
their beſt gaine and good. Tetdoth God 
allow ſuch care of ſheepe andoxen , that 
Chriſtian men ſhall be forgotten ? and 
that ſe much prowiſion ſhall be made for 
theſe , that the poore. (hall want thiir 


food? God forbid. 1 know there is a pro- 
fitable wſe of hedging and ditching for 


the diviſion of mownds,and propertie of 
mens 


py 


BY - 


to the Reader. 


' mens right & inheritance; not to ſpeake 
of the neceſſary prouiſion of wood, main- 


tainance of peace , and increaſe of many 
other profits amoneſt neizhbours, who 
otherwiſe (perhaps ) would prone conten- 
tious and iniurious one towards another: 
yet quite to hedge ont the.poore , Ind by 


thu meanes 10 outrthrow the plough , u © 


/ , 


@ heiliſhprattiſe. And thus haning vn- 

folded my mind and true meaning, [ 
tommit theeto him that hath the hearts 

of all in hu hand to make them pliable 

to bis ſernice and publicke good, both of 
Church and common.wealth, = 


' Thine in the Lord leſus, 


TJonN MooRE. 


THE PRINCIPALL 
pointsof the Treatiſe following. * 


x. The fruite and profite of honeſt labour and buſt 
bandrie; it yeeldeth plentie and abundance, 

2. Theearthwſed inher kind #s verie ſuſſocient 10 16 

Geue dll the inhabitants thereof. 

« There u no worldly bleſſing comparable to FE; ex = 

- cellent fruits. of the- earth, by the meanes of 
tillage. 

& Gods wonder f ul wiſedome and prouidence for the 
preſeruation of the ſocietie and fellowſhip of 
mankindgthat as the inferiers cannot be with. 
out the 6 uperiours, no more can theſe without 

the other. \ 

F. The feugular vſe and nec ſſeie of tillage z kings 

| thetpſelues cannot be without it. 

6 There #s no rround or field ſ 0 neceſſarie and fraite> 
fel «s that which #s in $i Aa 


©. DA. 


b= = SESLS: ; 


A TARGET FOR 
TILLAGE, 


And the abundance of the earth is oney 
all : the king alfa alſo conſiſteth by the field 


that « tilled, E ccleſraſtes cap. 5.verſ. 3. 


7 Ing Salomon after his Coherence; 


AY )| moſt fearefull fall, re- 
PF] couering himſelfe by 
&TD| trucrepentice(throgh 
Sa, | Gods grace and pow- 
erfull working of his holy Spirit)doth 
teſtifie by this booke the vndoubted 
markes thereof to Gods Church, to 
which againe in his old age he was 


reconciledand receiued. And purpo- 


ſing herein to ſet our the true happi- 
neſſe and felicitie of Gods children, 
and fo to confure all contrarie opint- 
ons of the conceited vanities of men 


concerning the ſame ; which he had 


proued ' 


Serce, 


2 "If Target for ti/lage. 
proued ſo to be by his owne too 
deare experience: And hauing inthe 


former-chapters by an argument of 


inductio, ſtrongly concluded againſt 
many particular actions and things ſo 
highly etteemed and valued in he 
world, he cometh now in order to 
examine the trade of husbandrie and 
tillage. As if one ſhould have deman- 
ded of him : But what ſay you Salo, 
mon, to the great abundance and 


plenrifull increaſcof the fruites of the 


carth by the meanes of good huf- 


| bandrie and tillage? Indecd(laith he) 


I muſt needs confeſſe that the abun- 
dance of the earth is ouer all, that 
there is no worldly thing ſo neceſſary 
and profitable to the naturall lifeand 
being of mankind; & that euen kings 
themſclues and the orcateſt poten- 
tates of the earth, have neede of the 
poorc husbandmans traucll androylc 


44ntilling of the round, for that the 


vie of: the fruites thereof are farrc - 
e 


. 


- dtd RAS do Es - 
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. ATargetfor tillage. : 
be preferred beforegold, filuer , and 


all other worldly pelfe : yer with the 
reſt they haue their miſerics and af- 


| flictions, andcan in no wiſe make v 


| 


| 
”P 


truly bleſſed. ; 


| So that theſe words containe a Dian 


| commendation of the husbandmans 


life and calling, and that in three re- 


' ſpecs. Firſt, in regard of the ſubie&t 
_ of his labour, being the carrh. Se- 
| condly , forthe manner and kind of 


| hislabour, which isrillage. Thirdly, 


| 
ſ 


for the fruiterthat followeth his pains, 
which is here ſer outand amplified: 


I, 


2. 


3 


firſt, by the quantitie, yeelding abun- ' 


dance. Secondly, for the qualitie,be- 
ing ouer all; and thatin two reſpects. 
Firſt, for the excellency and preciouſ- 
neſſe thereof ſurmounting all. Se- 


condly, in regard ofthe communitie 
and yniuerſall yſe thereof, fitand ſuf- 


| ficientfor all men,and thoſe not the 


| baſeſt, but the higheſt kings them- 
(clues, 


The 


Samme. 


4 


Doftrine I, 
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the earth ( by the meanes of tillage) 
arean incomparable earthly bleſling, 
without the which , neither king nor 
ſtate can be maintained. 

And the abaudance of the earib,evc. 
The husbandman by his tillage and 
labour hath abundance : whence we 


| learnethe fruite and profite of honeſt 


Prou.26.1 9g. 


labour and. husbandric, it yeeldeth. 


plentie and abundance. He which 


tilleth the 1and ſhalb be ſatisfied with 
- bread, but he thar followeththe idle 


* ſhall befilled with povertie, viz, he 
that painfully trauelleth in his lawfull 


_ Prou 23:21. 


Math.13.23, 


calling, to maintaineand vphold the 


ſtate wherewith God hath bleſſed | 


him , ſhall haueabundance of all ne- 
ceſſaric and good things : burſuctras 
are idleſhall be poore and milerable, 
for beggerie is their end, The ſower 


went out ſow andalthough his labor | 
and ſeed werethe ſame, yettheloyle | 


| 


' was 
; 


Theſumme of allis this, That the 
 aboundant and plentifull fruits of 


| 
| 
' 


| 
| 


_  —— —_—___ 
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was not alike , but tie ggod ground 
made him amends , that his trauell 
was not in vaine, whcre ſome one 
corne yeclded an hundred told, ſome 
ſixtie, ſome riirtie: for he that ſowerh #-Cor-3. 6, 
liberally (hareape plentitully. And 
thoſethar bak vp the fallow ground 


and {ow inrighte : belle ſhall ſure- 


ly reape after the meaſine of i mercic: 
and God will raine downe a blefling 
vpon their paines,as rhe Prophet cry- Hoſ.ro.t2. 
ly alludeth and applycth it ro [pirt- 
caal indeauours.. 

One reafon hereof is Gods blef- Reaſon 1. 
{ing ypon his owne ordinance,in pro- 
ſpering both the wogke & the worke- | 
man. The bleſſing of the Lord (laith pron,re.22. 
Salomon) maketh rich,not mans wir, 
and labour , nor any other mcaies. 
And he onely ſhall with ioy cate the Pl: 28.2 


fruite of his hands that fearerh God, 


andis blefled : for otherwilc it is in 

vaine toriſe carly , and to lie downe Pale: 7.5. 
late, and to carethe bread of ſorrow: 
D our | 


6 AT arget for tillage. 
our paincs arc to no purpoſe, our 
carke and care tono cnd : though we 
eatc and fret our hearts with worldly 
griefe, for the bcttcrigg of our eſtate: 
all the meanes wecan vie (hallbe miſ- 
ſpent & vnprofitable, gggthout Gods 
| ſpeciall blefling be prelent with vs. 
1.Cor.3.7- Hethatplanteth and he that watereth 
arenothing of themſclues, but God 
alone, who by his gracious bleſſing 
| o1weth a moſt happy 1ncreate. For 
 * Plalz41. as the earth is the Lords, and rhe 
fulneſſe thereof : ſo he maketh it 
barren and fruitfull ar_ his pleaſure. 
tt R-x7.18 Beware therefore (ſaith Moſes to lf- 
rael) teſt thou ſay in thinc heart, My 
powerand the ſtrength of my owne 
hands hath prepared me this abun- 
dance,but remeber that it isthe Lord 
thy God that giueth thee power to 

vet ſubſtance. 

; Secondly. the ſtate and condition 
Regen 2*  ofthecarthis ſuch, by the meancs of 
Gods curſe ypon the ſame , for mans 


ſinne, | 


ren and fruitleſſe, that except Adaq 
and his brood ger their bread with 
* theſweate of their browes, the earth 
will yeeld them nothing but briers & 
brambles, thornes and thiſtles, &c. 
Force it they muſt hy their great toile 
and trauell, orelſe it will not be fruit- 
full.So that now the hand of the dili- 
gent waketh rich,buta flothfull hand 
maketh poore.Such onely as with di- 
ligence and honeſt labour go about 
their buſineſſe and affaires, God will 
bleſſe : bur ſuch as are giuen to idle- 


_ ncſſeand ſloth ( negledting their du- . 


ties,or truſting to vnlawfull and indi- 
re courſes ) (hall ſurely want and 
come to nought. I paſled(ſaith Salo- 
mon)by the field of the {lothfall, and 
loit was growne with thornes,'and 
nettles had couered the face thereof; 
I conſidered it well, I looked vpon ir, 
and receiued inſtruction . See the 
confuſton thar idlenefſe worketh,and 

B 2 the 


A Target for tillage. 7 
fiane, that now by nature it is ſo bar- 


Prou.24 3o. 
31.32. 


Gen 3.17, 'E 
19, 


Prou.10.4: 


"Fel, 


_ 1.Caor.4.17. 


: - 


4-3 AT arget for tillage. 


the bitter fruits thereof , barrenneſſe 
to the ground, and beggery to the 
perſon , euen to ſuch as haue the 
meanes and vic them nor. 
Therefore as the ſight hereof was 
for Salomons learning, ſolet it be for 
our inſtruction : that we vſe all dili- 
oenceand induſtrie in our places and 


_ callings, vpon the poore meanes that - 


4 
"*\ 
» © 

” 


God hath lent vs to that end. Letvs 
as Gods ſtewards be painfull 8 faith- 
full in our places,vſe his gifts and gra- 
ces well , employ our talents to his 


 Manzq4.5s: Ppaineandplory, andſo to ourowne 


Math. 25.3 


A 


\ good. Forto him that hath ſhall be 


given, and to him that is negligent 6: 
 careleſſe, and ſo wanteth and hath 
not, ſhall in the end thar litle betaken 
away which he hath. And ſeeing that 
the hand of the diligent maketh rich, 
and that God promiſeth a bl:ſling to 
his ownc ordinance, and hath fancti- 
fiedall lawfull meancs for the remo- 


uing of the cutſe, let vs be carcfull. 
; | thus 


A Target for ullage., 9 

thus to auoide it, and obtaine a bleſ- 
ling : for God the good houſholder 
cannotabideto ſee any man ſtand i- Math.:0.34: 
dle in the market place of this world, 
but thruſts them our, and ſends them 
into his vineyard, ſothar they that a.TheCz.1o, 
will not worke muſtnot eate. 

Secondly, it-reproueth thoſe that 772. 
thinke their owne induſtry ſufficient 
to makethemrich,and procurethem 
food : whereas all the meanes in the 
world is in vaine without his bleſſing 
and care, : Fr Sees 

Andheaclerthoſe ofthe Miniſte- 77:3: 
.. ry learne, that as their office and cal- 

ling is 2 ſpirituall husbandry anda  _ _ - 

painfull plow, ſo it muſt bethrough- mY 
ly followed : for who ſo lacketh his rut.s. 6:. 
| hand from his plough., and looketh 
backe in this buſineſſe, ſhall quickly 
make balkes,and ſo procure a barren- 
neſſe ofhis ſoyle. And as Gods word a:;. 
is the onely ſeed that they muſt ſow: 
{olet them becarefull for theproſpe- 


B 3 ring 
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IO AT arget for tillage. | 
ring and preſeruation of the ſame in 
the hearts of the people. And then 
let them not be diſcouraged , bur 
comfort themſelues ( in this thanke- 
eſſe calling to the world ) by the ex- 
ample and experience of the poore 
husbandman , that if they do their 


 dutie they ſhall haue abundance of 


r1.Cor.15.58. 


2.T ira, 2.6. 


lam. 5.7. 


| Plal.l 26,6, 


"Poftrine 2 . 


fruit by Gods bleſſing. Andalthough 
the ſoyle of mens ſoules by nature be 
both barren and' fruitlefſe of good: 
yet their labour ſhall not'be in vaine 
inthe Lord. The husbandman muſt 
labour before he receiue thie fruites, 
he muſt plow tid ſow,&c.before he 
can looke for hiscrop andhappy har- 


veſt. He muſt waite for theprecions 


fruice of the exrth:he'gorh forth wee- 
ping(as'it were) r&lbiy his ſeed: bit 
at the appotntedtime retarneth with 
itoy,and bringeth his ſheanes;He may 
ſow in teares; but he ſhall teape in 
ioy. Pet”; "RE 
Secondly , abundance of 


fruite 
being 


A Target for tillage. IT 
| being attributed rothe earth , it fur- 
cher teacheth vs : that the earth vied 
inthe kind is very ſufficientco relieue 
all the inhabitants thereof. 
God no ſooner had made man, 
but he prouided meate out of the 
earth for man;yca for men and beaſts 
and all liuing creatures in their kind. 
Firſt, God: gaue man life vpon the Ccn.1.3037. 
earth, ang then gaue him living out 
of the ſame, So carefull was God for 
mans ſuſtenance , that -the things 
which ſhould maintaine him were 
made beforehim, andproduced our © © 
of the carth for his prquiſion. See 
Gods wotiderfulland particular pro- 
- uidence herein for all living crea- 
tures. God, ſenderh the ſprings into p;1..,.., 
the yallies, which run betweene the 11. = 
monntaines,to giue drinketoall the 
beaſts of the-field, and:to-quench the 
wild Aſſes thirſt : where:likewiſethe 
fowles of the heauen do. dwell, and 
ling among rhe branches. He maketh 
- B 4 allo 


Geni-1,2g: 


| Gen.3.18.19- 


5 & Loy AT aroet for tillage, 
alfo graſſe to grow for thecattell,and 

hearbes for the vie of man, that ſo he 

being ſtrengthned by the vertue of 
thoſe herbes and fruite of trees (his 
hi{t appointed-food ) might bring 
foorth by his labor and trauell, bread 
and all manner of ſuſtenance: out of 
the carth(husbanded and tilled in the 
{weatc of mans face) thatſo both mi 


_ and beaſt may haue all manner of 


See T remel, 


 Pfal,104.15: 


tood miniſtred-vnto them out of the 


ground, for the maintenance of their 
life. YeaGod proutdeth wine (faith 


David) to glad mans heart,-andoyle 
to make his face to ſhine , and btcad 
to ſtrengthen his heart/No proviſion 


is wanting, Either for his: neccſhitie, 
 pleaſure,ot profiterfor allrhe carth is 


: filled with the fruite of his workes: 


Ver. 17« 18, 


23.24.27s 
28.31 


So muchas the birds hanetheir neſts 
and foodettithe high'itrees and 'Ce- 
dars of Libanon, and'theStorke het 


dwelling'inthe Firre tree,The Goats | 


 AHSAIenns Cones, are notfor- 
gotten 


 _ eATarget foriillage, I 3 
potten : for whom he hath made the 
mountainsand rocks for their refuge 
&reliefe. Thus ts the whole earth ful 
_ of thy riches, o© Lord, all creatures in 
their kind waite ypon thee , thou pi- 
veſtthem meate in due ſcaſon, and 
they gather it: thou openeſt thy hand 
and they are filled with good things, 
Glory be to thee for cuer. 


Now the reaſon why God hath xe. 


made the earth fo plentifull for all 
kinde of proutfion, is, forthat as he 
hath ordained it to be(as it were) the 
mother of al liuing creatures here bc- 
low : ſolikewiſe hath he fitted and 
furniſhed.ittobe as an able and ten- 
der nourſe tofyckle them ( as I may 
ſo ſpeake) with her breaſts; to bring 
them vpandſbſtaine them. Andther- 
fore when 'through drought and 
deatth it fails therin 8 deceiverh the 
, Mhabitants,Men(ſaith the Prophet) 
ſhallamentfor theteats,cuen tor the 
pleaſant fields and the fruitfull vine. 

| Which 


: 


- Ce 


4 
Eſay. 32.12. | 


--7 


Fſe Is 


lob. 5.6; 
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Which doctrine ſerueth, firſt , to 
confute the murtering and murmu- 
ring of wicked 8: ynreaſonable peo- 
ple, thatblame the carth for her bar- 


renneſſe, and cry out of the ynkind- 
neſſe of the times and ſeaſons., But 


miſery(faith Eliphaz to Iob)cometh 


notout ofthe duſt, neither doth af- 
fiction ſpring out of the earths bur 


man is born to traue[ as the ſparks fly 


vpward.The cauſe then of all wants 


* and defects in theearth , is not init, 


Plal.1 07.34: Þ 


Deut.28.23, 


Apoe 1,10, 


butin vs, who haue aogred the Lord 
by our ſfinnes: for asſparkes come fro 


the hote fire, ſo doth-{finne procegde 
from our corrupt nature, which pro- 
oe nds curſe ypon the wholc 
earth and our felues.So ſaith the Pro- 
het : A fruitfull land God maketh 
barren,for the fins of them that dyel 
therein. And hethreatneth by Moſes 
that for the ſinnes of the people , the 
heauens that are ouer-chejr head ſhall 


bebraſſe, andthe carth thatis vnder 
their 
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their feete,iron - that is , that the hea- 
vens ſhall giue them no more moi- 
ſture for increaſe,then if they were of 
braffe; and that the earth for want of 
raine ſhould be as iron, and ſo altoge- 
ther vnfit to yeeld them any fruite. 
Againe, it is many times mans idle- 
nefle and flothfulneſſe that cauſerh 
barrenneſſe and want:and the cruelty 
of oppreſſors in decaying of needfull 
tillage,that procureth penury. 
This point alſo ſeructh to con- 77: :, 
demneall wretched Atheiſts, whoſo 
mightily cry out and complaineof 
the increaſe of mankind, ſuppoling 
theearth cannot ſuffiſe them ; pray- 
ing ſtil for plagues,thatſo they might 
haue plenty. And whart is this elſe but 
to raile againſt heauen,and ſo helliſh- 
ly to blaſpheme the Lord: God of 
hoaſts himſelfez2and romake theearth 
(fo-kind and fruitfull ) as an vnnatu- 
rall mother and ſtepdame tothe crea- 
tures? 


Is 


” 
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 - Doftrine3. 


Math. 6. 11. 


Leuit.26.26, 


_ Efay 3-1. 


Ezeck.4.16, 


, Tsoner all : Thatis, excelleth all o- 
ther increale, Whence welearnein 
the third place,that there is no world- 
ly blefling to the exceller fruit of the 
earth by meanes of tillage. Now to 0- 
mit many thouſand commodities 
which the ground bringeth forth, 8 


' tocome to our bread which theearth 


procureth by corne and grain ariſing 
from husbandry and tillage: what 
is able ro weigh with this bleſſing in 
the ballance,which isfo neceſſary for 
thelife of man; that our Sauiour tea- 
ches vs to pray cfpecially for it,not fo 


much asvnce.mentioningany.other 


thing? For what are gold and filuer, 
pearls and pretious ſtones to this our 
dailybread? And therfore it is rightly 
called the ſtaffe of bread , beingthe 
ſay of our life,as the ſtaffe tothe im- 
potet & aged;which God threatneth 
to breake when he will puniſh a wic- 
ked people,ſothatthey (hal cate their 


bread by weight with care : and - 
ic 
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the contrary , thar-he will bleſſe the 
bread and. water of Hoſe thar ſcrue 


him: ſo thar they ſhall eat their bread x:09.24 26. 
with plenteouſneſſe. Thercfore faith Leuitz6.15, 


the Prophet , when the vallies ſhall ans 
be couered with corne, men ſhall 

ſhout for ioy and ſing; yea andall the 
creatures ſhall clap their hands ( as it 

were) intheir kind, and reioyce with 
mirth, when our garners and corners Plal-r44.13, 
of our houſes are ful with divers ſorts 
of ſtore ( the want whereof cauſeth 
the husbandman to.be aſhamed: ) 
this is a bleſſed thing eaen inthe cen- 
ſure of Gods Prophet. | 
— Now the reaſon why this plentt- Reaſons 
tull kind of increaſe is ſo incompara- 

ble, is, forthar ir is welnigh the life 8 

living ofman and beaſt. And for this 

breadin particular,it is the ſtrength of pal.coqrs. 
mans heart,8 the ſtay of his life as we 

baue heard; euen Eſau that wretched 


locl 1. 11, 


_ Teprobate being almoſt famiſhed for | 
. want of food , could ſay, Giue me &c/:;;x; 


bread, 
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Lam.1.11. 


Cap.2.11,12. 


| Cap.45. 


' Verle7. 


Yerſe 8, 


bread, and take my birthright: , what 
is1t to me being almoſt dead? - And 
how pitifull is "Teremies complaint 


for his deſolate people in the famine, 


for want of food? All the people ſigh 
(faith he)and ſeeketheir bread, they 
haue giuen their pleaſant things for 
meate,to refreth their ſoule. The chil. 

dren and ſucklings ſwoone in the 
ſtreets, they haue faid to their mo- 
thers, where is bread and drink,when 
they gaue vp the ghoſt in their mo- 
thers boſome? They that did feede 
delicately, periſh in the ſtreets - they 
that were brought vp in ſcarlet, em- 
brace the dung. The Nazarites that 
were purer then the ſnow, whiter 
then the milke ; that were more rud- 

dy in body then the rcd pretious 
ſtones, and like the poliſhed Saphir, 

their ckin , now for want of food, 

cleaueth yntothe bones, and withe- 
reth like a ſtocke, their viſar is now 


blacker then a coale:; ſothatthey that 
arc 


/ 
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are {laine with the ſword. are better 
then they that are killed with hunger, 
forthey fade away as they were (tri- 
ken through for the fruits of the field. 
So ſharpe are theſe euill arrowes of ,, +... .;, 
famine for want of food and fruits of 
the earth. Hunger pierceth the heart 
q of man with as ſenſible a pain as doth 
. | theſharpepointof adagger or dart, 
becauſe it diretly fighteth againſt 
| thelifeof man, andhedicth a moſt 
| painfulldeath(chough not ſo violent- 
\ ly) whoſedeadly wounds do longer 
pricke him . A ſhorter puniſhment 
(though heauier ) doth not kill the { 
heart ſo much as that which is of lon- | 
ger continuance , though lighter. 
Therefore ro auoide this extremitie | 
of famine,'the poore people are con- Nchem.s.3. 
| ftrainedtogage their houſes & their 
| vineyardsand their land, totake.vp 
corne for their family. And the Egyp- 
tians gaue to Ioſeph for corne and ©2977 
| . bread, notonely alltheir money thar 
j they 


Verſe 9: 


_ 1,Sam.2436, 


Gen.28.20, 


; Sag Fe I, 


Ezect.5.16. 


(3 
. 
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rhey coutd make,bur ſold to him their 


Horſes, Aſſes,Sheepe, 8c. yeathem- 


ſelaes as ſeruants and ſlaucs to Pha- 
raoh for want of bread. And Elies 


ſonnes will bow for a morſell of 


bread : and therefore Iacobs ſuite to 
Goedin his tourney, was, that if God 
would but onely giuc him bread to 
eate, and clothes to put on, that then 
he ſhould be his Lord and God, &c. 

The vſe is, to teach vs : firſt, thar 
whenſoeucr God pincheth vs with 
the want of this bleſſing of breadand 
ſtore of the fruits of thecarth, that 
then in anger hethreatneth the taking 
away of our liues , ſhooting his euill 
arrowes of famine to wound our ve- 
ry ſoules. Euill indeed in regard 
of the euill effects and conſequents 
thereof. 

Secondly , wemuſt learne to ſera 
greater price , and farre more highly 
toeſt-eme and value theſe outward 


bleſſings of increale,thar VO 
"whe 
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_ theLorddoth loade-the earth with 

| nientifull ſtore of fruits , and maketh 
pleaſant fizlds (as it were) ro laugh v- 
pon vs : when he burſteth the wine- 1,4... .4. 
preſſe,and ſeth outRorchotiles, that 

| then(Ifay)weenlargeour hearts and 

4 haue ſtoreof praiſes | for h1n1. And as 


thele earthly bleſſings maniteſt his 
loueandearetovs: ſoletvs expreſſe 
our kindnesto him ,. by our publiſh- 
ing and proclaiming of our thanks 
| fulneſle, in remembrance of his mer- 
| cies. Letvs ſay with the Princely Pro- 1 


phet;; What hall we render to the Plal.r16,1:. 
| Lord forallhis benefies towards vs? 
&C. 

Laſtlygit fortierh to reproue: al Cat 3. 
nall Epicures'&vnthankful Atheiſts, = 
which when they are-fed to thefull, 

& ſwim in their'dthghrs & pleaſures, 
wake their belly their god, 'and their ® Phil $47S 
flcſhtheir ſhrine tharfling ovtrheir Efoy Di hh 
heeles like wilde colts and far horſes 

| that are provender' prickt , againſt 


( - : C their 


« 


Ezech,16.49. 


Deut. 32. 13. 
1415,&c, 
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PTS oy PE TETEGE Ss TOP anew Yew - 


their rider: that are more vnkind then 
theOxe andthe Afſethatknow their 
maſters crib; yettheſe men thatare 
fed ſo full,and fareſo finely (being fo 
kindly nouriſhed of thegLord) will 
not know him,but rebelagainſt him; 


& like to Bores in the franke,8 ſwine 


at maſt , wallowing and tumbling in 
their owne dung of their vncleannes, 
neuer regard nor look vpto the ſtore 
houſe ofheauen , from whence they 
haue their food and fulneſſe. Like f1- 
thy Sodomits, their fulneſſe of bread 
leades them to fulneſle of idleneſle, 
villany, and all kind of vncleannefſe: 
nor vnlike the carnall Iſraclites whom 
God had fed with the fruite of the 
ficld , and cauſed to ſucke honey out 
of the ſtone,andoyle out of the hard 
rocke, butter of kine,, and milke of 
ſheepe, with the fat of lambes and 
Rams fedin Baſhan,and Goats, with 


the fatof the graines of wheate, and 


thercd licour of the grape had _—_ 
c 


| 
| 
| 
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led them.But he that ſhould haue kin 

vpright, when he waxed fat ſpurned 
with his heele , thouart far, thou art 
groſſe , thou art laden with fatnefle; 
therefore he forſooke God that made 
him , and regarded not the ſtrong 
God of hisſaluation, Neitherlet any 
man loath Gods good creatures , or 
deſpiſe any orthe leaſt, for theabun- 
dance thereof, nor yet abuſe them to 
IicenciouſnelJe{as the manner of ma- 
ny is) in drunkenneſfeand gluttony, 
in chambering & wantonnelle) (ad- 


ding drunkenneſle torthurſt ) or yet Den.29: 19, 


without due reſpe, in beſtowing 
them vpon their hounds, dogs, and 
horſes , left in the time of necefinie 
they be nor forced earneſtly to deſire 
bur the ſuperfluity of that, which 
heretofore they haue giuen to their 


beaſts. So was the prodigall perſon 1; ;,., 


* Plagued, ( not keeping: himlelte ar 26. 
home) nor content with-Gods blef- 
lings in his farhers houſe,but running 

C 2 riot, 


Text, 


Dottrine 4. 
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riot,wandering,8 waſting his wealth 
and honeſty , was forced in the fa- 
mine to ſcramble with the {wine 
which he kept, for their food, which 
yet was glad of the huskes.when they 
hadeaten the kernel]. 
T he king conſiſteth by the feld hs | 

& tilled. viz. Hath need of t Hu. 
bandmans labour to till the'e; 

by the fruits whereof he and his lh- - 
ies are maintained. Whence we: 
may further obſerue Gods wonder- 
ful Wiſedome and providence forthe? 
preſeruation of the ſocietie and fels 
lowſhip of mankind:thar as theinfe- 
riors canot be without the ſuperiors, 


no more can theſe without the other; 


euen the king himſelfe hath need of 
the ruſticke carter and clowne (as he 
is miſcalled ) rotill the ground. As 
there muſt be ſuch as rule, without 
confuſion of all things: ſo theremuſt 
be ſuch as will obey.As there be mai- 


ſhers, ſo there muſtbeſeruants. The 


king 
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king cannot go to plow , yet if he 
will conſiſt and be vpholden with his 
ſubies,the land muſt needs be huſ: 
banded. As God hath appointed to 
cuery one theirphace, ſo he hath fit- 
ted them with ſeuerall qualities and 
oifts,and enioyned them ſpeciall em- 
ployments for the common good. 
There's the head and the body, and 
there be many members : yet cuerie 
onehath his peculiatplace;cuery one 
* his officeandorderfor the common | 
"on of the whole. The eye cannot ; co :419.. 
ay to the head, northe head to the 1 
feete, I hauenoneedof you.' All is 
not an cyenoran care,G&c.Yea thole verſes as. 
members that are reputedthe baſeſt 23: 
and vileſt, nature bath moſt honored 
and reſpected. As without all the 
members the bodyis vnperfec : fo 
without theſe neceſſary callings the 
body politick of the commonweath 
is lame. So is italſoin the Church. 
Areall Apoſtles,are A" 
3 


E- Eph 4.12.23- 


Reaſon 1. 
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all teachers? No, God hath ordained 
ſome Prophets , ſome Euangeliſts, 
{ome Paſtors and Teachers, for the 
wotke of the. Miniſterie,, and edi- 
fication of the body of Chriſt,that ſo 
we may grow.vpin him, which is the. 
head, vntoaperfedt man, and wmnto 
the meaſureofhe age of the fulneſſe 
of Chriſt. -:: 
The reaſon of which doctrineis 
for that ir ſpecially maketh' for Gods 
glory , whoſewiſedome-andproui- 


_ denceis ſeene in this goodly order of 
. all his creatnres , whenasiwe ſce and 


| ſoprofitablein their place 
thing in vaine, but for the mutuall 


behold how he hath: madeeuery one 


, and no- 


helpeandgoodeachto other. 

Secondly;;:God will:-haue'irſo to 
be,to linkevsalftogecherm loyeand 
care one of-another. This debtis al- 
wales owing, and muſt ſtill be/paide 
amongſts Chriſtians , not onely for 
the community of nature, bur 4-8 
that 
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that our God hath- made vs-ſo ſer- 
viceable and profitable in our ſeuerall 
places,and for oneanothers vie. 
And to conctude, God hath fo fit- Reaſon 3; 
ted vs to ſerue one anothers turne, jo 
humble the higheſt, ſtanding ſome- 
time in need of the meaneſt poore 
man.Euen the king hath need of the 
very clown, & noble Naaman of his :.Kiog,s.z.s 
ſlauiſh handmaid ; and that to beate 
downe our pride and ſelfloue,who o- 
therwiſe would not be beholdingro 
_ any,nonotto God our maker if we - 
could ſhift for our ſehres. þ 

Thevſe is, firſt, for our inſtruRtion '7* *: 
to teach v* -o know that'wce: are not 
borne forour ſclues,but for the good 
of our brethren. Our graces and gifts 
are not out owne, 'btit giuen'vs of 
God to the <dification -of others; 
. which rherfore muſt make ys to leanie 
and lookeone towards atzother in tht 
time of need,when uſt occafion ſer- 
ueth:The ſuperiour to reſpe& the in- 

C4 feriour, 


" ( _— — — —— — — — —  — EC; 
- 


28 A Target for tillage, 
icriour , therich che poore, the wiſe 
HERR the jgnorant;and fo with holy lob ro 
in beeyesro che blind, and <a the 
lame, and a father to the poore. If 
( faith he ) Idid contemne the iudge- 
ment of my ſeruant,and of my maid, 
when they did contend with mic: 
10.37-13-14 what ſhall I do when God ſtandcit: 
by vpagainſt me? what ſhall Ianſwer: 
Hethat hath made me, hath he nor 
wade. bim? hath,nothe alone faſhio- 
nedvsinthe womber So the Apoſtle 
Pauſ inferreth vpo the former. point, 
Kam. 12.15, that, we Icloyge with them that '1c- 
16. ioyce.,: ang weepe with them that 
weepe , that, we. be of like affection 
one towards another, not high mIn+ 
ded,nor wile 
Ye 3 Againe, ,it eryeth ta Teprouc -all 
ſuch =abolr hg peach dp 
heminence ;..and ſuch as vhis prey 
tence goabout to —_ their in- 
feriours-ynger foote,, who vrge the 


dutic oF others, 8 neglect their = 
m 
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Am notI a king\a Lord, a maiſtere 
Amlnota Magiſtrate, a Landlord, a 
facher,&c. And dolt thou know me? 
Yes, but docſt thou know. thy ſelfe 
and God: and why he hath preferred- 

and. promoted thee? Namgly to do. 

_ and no harmegto helpeandnor 

ro hurt? Knoweſt thou not that there 

i5 a King of kings,&a Lord of lords? 

My brethren( Gath lames)be not ma- lames 3.r. 
ny maiſters, knowing that we ſhal rc- 

ceiue the oreater condenation. Speak & ;.s. 
nopeul one of another, grudge not 

one againſt another, leſt yc be cod&- 

ned; behold the ludge ftandeth be- 
forethedoore,. Atd therefore as the 

Apoſtle exhorteth the Hebrewes, wc, 13.5. 
that they deſpiſe not their-teachers; 
(for that they watch fortheirſoules) 
{o'er hor the higheſt Porentate,, and 
greateſt men in place, contemne the 
popre husbandman that laboureth 
farzheir bodies. God will bane a mu- 
tall ſabicction amonegh all; and are- 
FE ciprocail 


a 
en 
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ciprocall reſpeR,and refleQtion ofthe 

beames of loue,andall holy duties, a- 

mongſt Chriſtian brethren, From 
which intun@ion, Chriſt Teſus him- 

l ſelfe was not exempted, who waſhed: 
913-3-14: His Diſciples feete, to teach them hy- - 
2.Cor.8.9, mility , who became poore to'make 
- Efay53.4. ) ysrich,&c. Surely he hath borne our 
infirmities,and carried our ſorrowes, 
Gal.6z, and ſo muſt we beare one anothers 
| burthens , and fo fulfill the law of 
Chriſt... | 

T he king conſiſteth by the field that & 
tilled, viz, Neither he nor his ſub- 
ies can liue withour tillagezwhence 
D*Frine 5. obſeruethe {ingular vic and neceſſity 
of tillage. Kings themſelues cannot 
be withour it , neither in regard of 
theirowne eſtate, fior their ſubicQs: 
for as all muſt haue food and ſafte- 
nance-,1o muſt the neceffary nitanes 
therunto-be vſed and embraced; The 

{weet fruits of the earth willnot now 
be gotten withoutthe ſweat of _ 
aCCo 


- face. Adam himlelfe the hex of all Gen. 3.2.3, | 


if they will haue any profice. Neither 


 bediencerhereof,the ſeed &fruite of 
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the world , muſt firſt till the ground, 
before he haue his food, and not one- 
ly he, but his heires muſt goto plow, 


was 1t infamous at the firſt}, forthe 
orcateſt men of renown,to be ſeen & > 
very expert in this trade of tillape. l 
It was Noahs calling,as before, ſoaf- ge..9.:0, | 
terthefloud, And to paſſe ouer the Gen,a6.r2. , | 
Patriarches and Prophets,as Iſaac, E- *$19519.19 * || 
liſha,and many other: Chriſt himſelf 
isnot aſhamed ro call his Father an toha r5.r. ! 
husbandman.Andrthis is the title of | 
Gods Miniſters , they are Gods luſ- | 
bandmen, hispeople their field and | 
husbandry , and his word and the 0- | 


theirlabors, Yea God himſelf<is ſaid 
to bethoteacherof the trade ;-in the 
Prophefie of Efay: Doth the plowmi Efy 23.24. 
plow all the-diy to ſow? doth he *5** 
opens: breaktheclods ofthis round? 
When he hath made irplaine,willhe 
= not 
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notthen ſow the Fitches , and caſt in 
Wheate by meaſure, and the appoin- 
ted Barley and Rie in their place? For 
his God doth inſtruthim, to hauec 
diſcretion,and doth teach him. Who 
then dare deſpiſe this neceſſary cal- 
ling, whereof God is the Author,and 
the knowledge whereof he himſelfe 
is the teacher 2 and notrather glori- 
fie God who giueth ſeed to the ſo- 
wer, Skill to the plower , and increaſe 
to his labonr,to rid the earth fromthe 
curſe of penuric and barrenneſle, and 
ſo by this ſanQified meanes to make = 
it yee|d food for mans reliefe? But 
howlſoguer great men' haue vnder- 
gone this calling (to-omit the ancient 
and famous houſes of the: Ronians 
recardedin hiſtories,being called Ci+ 
ceronesS,Fabij, es be the Nh 
_ they ſowed., and labour they deligh- 
Pf. ny this is moſt ſure, harhere 
were ncuer any mighty: Porcntates, 
which maintained Not . the -plow, 
| | whether 


 Ieftofthe poorer ſort ( no doubt by 


l 
| 
| 


without the plow? Forifinthe myul- 


< 
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whether Pagans or Profeſſors. Pha- | 
raoh that Egyptianking how famous g.,,-. 
was he for his treaſury of corne , by 

that means,throughoutall the world, 
becoming anourle to all nations,and 


| the keeperaliue of the whole Church 


of God? And it is recorded of Nebu- *King.z5-12 
zaradan the king of Babels ſteward, 
after the ſacking of Ieruſalem,that he 


/ 


the kings comandemet) to drefſethe 


- vineyards,and torill the and.So Vz- :.Chro.:6.re | 


ziah the king of Iuda, not onely bull- 
ded towers, but increaſed plowmen, 
and dreſſers of vines , without the 


which it had bene in vaine, to haue 


medled with the other ; and the rea- 
ſon is added of this his indeauorand 
care,for thathe loued husbandry. 
Morcouer, how is it poſhble for 
Princes guards and troopes athome, 
beſides their huge hoaſts and ſcatte- 
ringarmies abroad,to be mainrairied 


titude 
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_  Prou14.28, 


titude of the people the honor ef the 

king confiſteth, .for the viant where- 
ot he cometh ſodainlyto deſtrution: 
and if many people cannot be main. | 
rained without much food : and if. 


- 1muchprouiſionof food cannot pol: 


ſibly becomeby, but by much til- 


| lage (ſince the plow according to the 


proucrbe, bringeth enough, ) then 
mult this conſequent beas neceſſary, 
that neither the king himſelfe,nor his 


| fublects and followers,can be vphol- 


z,.Kiog.6.27. 


 Lame45.7. 


den without much tillage : for what 
can the king do when he wanteth 
food for his people? As the king of 
Hfracl ſaid toa woman in the fiege of 
Samaria, crying out to him; ſaying, 
Helpe my Lord © king : Seeing the 
Lord(faith he) doth not ſuccorthee, 
how ſballI helpe thee with the barne 
or with the wineprefſe? And how 
fearefull & lamenzable was the eſtate 
of the honorable Lords and delicate 


Ladies in the ſiege of Ieruſalem, for 
E _ wank 
\ 
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| vantof food as before we obſerued? 
Thereaſon is Gods ordinance 8: 
| iniunction, that Adam &all his iſſue 
ſhall labor for cheirliuing,and ſo pro- 
uvidetheir bread with painfulndMle 8: 
ſorrow. iuſt reward for ſinne. Man I 
| cofes,liues not by bread alone: yet as 
the end of Gods prouidence is, that 
man ſhould liue, ſo the meanes of his 

rouidence is,that mi ſhould live by 

read:whichbread muſt needs begot 
by his trauell and tillage. A corporall 
ſubſtance is to bemaintained by cor- 
porall ſuſtenance , & as maat the firſt 
was take out of theearth, ſo will God 


Reaſon 1, 


| havethe fruits of the earth to be his 


food as the fruite of his trauell: that fo 
by the bread of the earth our bodies 


_ of earth maybe noriſhed &relieued.. 


Our mortal life is vpholden by earth- 
ly meanes, andas meates are ordai- 
_ ned forthe belly , and the belly for 
 meates: ſodeath ſhall diffolue both it 
_ andthem trocarth againe, : 

The 


I .Cor.s. [3+ ; 
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The conſideration whereof muſt 
cauſe vs with all chearefulneſle to 
honour God in the meanes, and fo 
to vie them to his glory, and our ne- 
cc{Jary good. Hethat will cate muſt 


labour ina lawfull calling,and get his 


living by his Chriſtian painfulneſſe, 
The {torhfull man Juſteth , and his 


ſoulehath nought: he will not plow 


becauſe of winter , therefore he ſhall 
beg in ſommer, and havenothing, 


Therefore loue not ſleepe, leſt thou 


come to pouerty, but open thy cies, 
& thou ſhalt be ſatisfied with bread. 
His mcaning is,that the ſforhfull per- 
{on ſhall fall into extreme pouertie: 
and though he beg to get his living, 
yct men Pall haucno remorſe of his 
miferic. And therefore (uch careleſſe 
perſons mult take heed in time, and 
apply their buſineſſes , if they will 
hauc plenty and abundance, againſt 
the time of need: for as much food 15 
in the field of the pooreglo isthe field 
» deſtroyed 


RR me eee. 
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deſtroyed withour difcretion. Bethe 


ground neuer ſo barren, yet by Gods + 


bleſſing ic will yeeld the poore huſ- 
bandinan increaſe enough, by his dt- 


ligentlabour i in tiliing,, and ſowing 


the ſame in due ſeaſon. And many a 
one(who batha good ſtocke & fruit- 
full ſoyle). by negleRing the meanes, 


and not ordering things aright, waſte 


all that thcey-haue , and come greatly 
behind band . For he that will nor 
ſow,ſhalt notmow., and iuſtice iris 
with God: and men, "that he that will 


37 


not worke, ſhall noteare. - Chriſtians *-Th*f 3-5. 


muſt notnow.looke for miracles, but 


ele all larwfull and ordinary meanes 


for meate : Chriſt would not turne 


ſtonesinto bread (as the diuel would Matb.4. 4. 


baue him) bur reacheth vs to be alli. 
gefit in our callings(though without 
carking and diſtruſtfull care)and then 
ſufficient for the day wall be the tra- 
uell thereof, 


Math 6.34. 


Secondly, itrepronethand con- z7e 2. \ 


D demnetrh 
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 demnethall luch as hinder this abun- 
dance of Gods bletlings,by intercep- 
ring, or vtterly aboliſhing this myſte- 
ry of tillage,to wit,all {ſuch pcrſons as 
decay both houſes and husbandries, 
that lay the land waſte, 'and labour 
tomake ita wildernefle in regard of 
men, fit only fora few ſuch monſters 
in mens ſhape, and all kind of their 
cattell which they deſire to keepezha- 
ning rooted out men (the image of 
the eternall God.,)turned houſes into 
_buſhes,and poore people into ſheepe, 


. preferring the fellowſhip of beaſts 


before the focietie of men, madelike 
| to God. Such kind of ſpoylers of 

_ their countrey may in ſtcad of their = 
neighbours(whom they haue rooted 
out) ſalute their oxen, ſheepe and 
horſes, which they haue nouriſhed & 
increaſed. A fcarefull wo is pronoun- 
ced againſt all ſuch as thus dwell a- 
lone with the deſtfution of their 


brethren : Ioyning houle to _ 
| an 


z 
| 


; 
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and field to eld gill there beno place 

for thc poore,that ſothey may be pla- 

ced by themſelues in the middeſt of 
theearth, This is in minceares(ſaith xg, q, 
the Lord of hoaſts) and for this ſhall - 

thcir owne houſes one day bedeſo- 

late, and their great and ſtately palla- 

Ces without inhabitant. Thele arc 
waſters of their countrey , who de- 

lighr ratherin Abim-lechs plow, tO Iudg.9 45: 
ſow the land with (alt \ (ashe did the 
city ) ro make it barren and fruitleſſe, 
then with good ſecede of corne and 
eraine for the plentifull prouiſton of 
food for Gods people:and take grea- 
ter pleaſure to bi ow the ſoyle with the 
mnocent blood of their poore bre- 
thren, then in procuring the meanes 
ofabundince of bread, by good huſ- 
bandry and nllage ; and [S* in Gods ' 
account do make their poſſeſſ 100S 
fields of blood , purchafcd in cffe& Mab.:7.8. - 
with thehazard of theliacs of Gods 391-18. 


inheritance , for the want of food. 
D 2 And 


o - & of 


4 40 A Target for tillage. 


And to ſpeake the beſt of them, the 
ſeed which they ſow in ſuch waſte 
& decayed places, is for the moſt part 
no better then ſheep titles and dung 
of their beaſts, to make their paſtures 
profitable onely for rhemiſclues .. If 
Bernard.in beaſts(faith once) could ſpeake, they 


of , * 
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Cant. would exclaime againſt ſuch nzen, 8 
»  callthembcaſts,or worſe then beaſts, 
_ FT who onely rauen when they are bun- 


5 


. _— MA. 


ory,and being ful.do ſpare their prey. 

But theſe neither full,not faſtine,wil 
abſtaine from deuouring One forreſt 

is ſufficient for many Elephants and 
beaſts of diuess kinds to liue 1n, & to 
fecd together. In the woods and wil- 
dernefle are an vnknowne number of 
Beares, Wolues,& Tigers; of Lions, | 
Leopards, and Panthers , to omitſo 
many Oſtriches Dragons, Satyres,0 
ſerpents. All theſe(after a ſort)endure 
oneanother, &liuc togetherin their = 
ſeuerall continent : yet theſe moſt 


crucll and vnreaſonable oppreſſours, 
» as 


| 
| 
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as wilde Bores roote vp the forreſt 
of their countrey and comonwealth, 
and like Wolues , delight in the de- 
uouring of men, who are their owne 
fleſh and proper nation. Their woods 
and parkes, and paſtutcs, will not ſuf- 
fiſe them, bur ſtill ckey palein, and 
put out.One Lordſhip,one country, 
nay a whole world ( I warrant you) 
will not ſtanch and quench the hel- 
I:ſh thirſt of theſe inſatiable cormo- \ 
rants. They licke vp the poore and Num.2.4-; 
their poſſeſſions, as the Oxe doth the 
_ graſſe; they eate them vp, as it were pg, 
| bread, and yerlike greedy dogs can 
neuer be ſatisfied. This is the genera- Plal.59.14.15 

tion that the wiſe man ſpeaketh of, 
whoſe teeth areasſwords, and their 
chawes as kniues, to catevptheatfli- pcoy.;0.-4. 
aedout of theearth, andthe poore 
from amongſt men, that tread vpon 
thepoore, and take fromthem bur- £9%%5- 7: 
dens of wheate;ſuchas buy thepoore 
for (iluer, andthe needy for ſhaes: 

Dy mb 


wi 
= 


Mick.3,2,3. 


Amos $,7.8. 
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{uclias plucke off their skin from the, 
and the fleſh from their bones , and 
chop them in peeces as for the por, 
and as the fleſh within the cauldron, 
The Lord hath ſworne by the exccl- 
lency of Iacob-ſurely I wil ncuer for- 
gct any of their workes. Shall notthe 
land tremble for this, and euerie one 
that dwelleth therein mourne? Thou 
haſt conſulred ſhame to thine owne 
houſe,by deſtroying many people, 
haſt ſinned againſt thine owne ſoule: 
for the {tone (hall cry out of the duſt, 
and the beame out of the timber ſhzl 
anſwerit: Wo bero him that buildeth 
atowne with blaud, and eretetha 
citie by iniquitic, The iawes of theſe 
Lions would be broken by godly 


 Magiſtrates,and the poore oppreſſed - 


people (thatareasthcir prey) would 
be plucked our of their teeth , But 
they ate great ones,and feare nor the 
Princes ſword. yet ſet them know, 
that there is a great God , who 1sa 
| _ righteous 
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righteous tudge, and a reuenger of 
theſe wrongs : whoone day will pro- 
cced againſt them, whoſe word hath 
paſled ſentence already ,” neither will 
it be long beforethe execution come, 
They couet fields, and take them by Micha.z,z.3. , 
violence, and houſes, and take them 

away; ſo they oppreſſe a man and his 

houſe, euen a man and his heritage. 
Therforethus ſaith the Lord againſt 

this family , I haue deuiſed aplague 
 Wherecout ye ſhall nor plucke your 

neckes. Though ſuch men dwell 

in deſolate cities where none inha- 

bite but themſclues, and where hou- 1ob. 15.28.29 
les are brought to ruinous heapes, 3®- 

which they cauſed by depopulation 

and oppreſſion of the poore;yet ſhall 

they not be richi, nor their ſubſtance -./ 
continue , neither ſhall they bring 
their ſumptuous houſes toperfeRio-: 

the flame hall drie vp his branches,8: 
heſhall go away with the breath of 

his mouth-: feare (hall dwell in his 

D 4 houſe, _ 


17,19.31. 


(yCR.11 6, 


 Romw.3, 18, 


44 
1ob.18.15.16 houſe, becauſe itis none of his , and 
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brimſtone (hall be ſcattered vpon his 


habitation; his rootes ſhall be dried 


vp beneath, andaboue ſhall his bran-- 
ches be cut downe, his remembrance 
ſhall periſk from the earth,.& he ſhall. 
haue neither ſonne, nor nephevv,, a- 
moneſt his people, norany poſteritie | 
in his dwellings. Surely ſuch are 


' the habirations of the wicked, and 


this is the place o&him that knowes 
not God. Yet theſe men willnotbe 
reclaimed, till they build with one 
conlentthe towers of confuſton;they 
will notbe hindered and ſtayed, bur 
Gyant-like make warre againſt God 
and the gpoodot their countrey , to 


- / bringir to confuſion vpon the face of 


the carth, & ſoopenly-ineffeR pub- 


 liſrto all, that they neither feare God 


in heauen,king onearth, nor diuellin 


| hell: and proclaimeto all the world, 


that there is no feare of God before | 
their eyes. ' Buta fire ſhall _— 
| them 


wv 


— 
- g 


= 
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theiy, and as they havedenoured {ub- Iob.20.15.19. 
ſtance, ſo they ſhall vomite vp their 227-294 

ſweet morſels , for God ſhall draw it 
out of their bellies; andas they haue 


vndone many, 8& forſaken the poore, 
and ſpoyled houles which they built 
not : ſo ſurely ſhall they feeleno qui- 


etneſſe in their body, pets (hall. 


they reſerue of thar which they deſ1- 
red - the heauens: ſhall declare their 
wickednefſe, and theearth ſhall riſe 
vp againſt them. This is the portion 


of wicked men from God, and the _ 
| heritage thar they ſhall hauc of him: 
for defolation and deſtruction are in Efay.59.7.8.5 
| _ paths,and the footeſteps where. 


po en might tracethe, are waſting, 
poyling , and ruinating whole hou- 
þ and families. Like Rauens they 
build their houſes high, andloucto 
live alone; andlike deuouring Kites, 


that prey vpon the carkaſſes of the .. 


poore.. No ſeedcangroiw, for theſe 
Crowes, inthe furrowes of the field, 
nor 


w 


Leuit. 21.6, 
$.17.21, 


1.Cor.3.13. 


hy 


2.54M,23.15, 
I6,17. 


Dan. 5.23, 


vw 
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nor ſcant inthe church, it they might 
haue their wils. For hauing deſtroied 
thecommonwealth, they ſeize vpon 
the Church, and hauing waſted and 
taken away the bread of men, they 
challengethe bread of God, yea the 
ſhewbread: and tonſecrate things, 
moſt vnlawfull for them to haue, 
They ſecke to liue of the altar though 


they belong not to the altar, but xa- 


ther take a couſe to ouerthrow the 
whole ſeruice and ſacrifice, and the 
ſeruants of God,that otherwiſe wold 
more chearefully and painfully at- 
tend vpon it.Dauid would not drink 
that water which was drawne witl 
ſuch danger out of the well of Beth- 
lehem by his Worthies, though he 
longed and thirſted after it; yer he 
powred itout, for an offering vnto 
the Lord : but theſe men (though 


.they baueno need) will drinke and 
/*carouſe (in the conſecrate veſlcls) 


drun- 


not water, but wine, ( adding ow 
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deſtruction and hazard of themſclues 
& Gods ſeruants.Oh liow much bet- 
ter had it bin for ſuch, rather to haue 
ſpilt it on the ground with remorſe 
(asa noteof repentance ) then in the 


47 
kenneſle tothirſt) though it beto the De 


ut-29,19. 


end to be ſure to drinke the dregs of pgy.7;.s. 


Gods fearefull cup of vengeance, asa 
uſt reward of this finne? Yet ſ{eealit- 
tle further the dropſie of theſe mens 


minds, and their horfleach humour, pro.;0. 15. 


that makes thcir heartsasa graueafter 
{ all volawfoull gaine,anda very deuou- 


ring hell that will ncuer be cloyed; £55: 


they claymeall for their common,the 
whole wozld is not ſpacious & wide 
enough for their walke. Theſe Moles 
(toſpeake the truth ) 'vadermine the 
toundatio both of Church & comon 
wealth,Prince & people : forthough 
the king and ſubics confiſt by che 
icld that is tilled, yet ſtillthey decay 
t, & lay the carth waſte, ouerthrow- 
ing poore mens plows ig.cuery place, 

not 


Texts 
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not letting ſo much as.a poore Mill 


ro wagee tor all this, but areready ta. 
take their tole ( moſt baſely and buſi- 
ly)ofcuery poore mans bag ; taking 
both tole and tithes : all is fiſh thar 
cometh to theirnet , and aprey for 
their teeth, if they can once faſten 
theirtallants, & tentors on the ſame, 
Is there no balme in Gilead? is there 
no Phyſition there? Why then is not 

the health of the daughter of my 
people recouered? But why ſpeake I 
ſo lowd and carneſtly to the backand 
belly , that haueno ares? Alas I ſee 
no ſalue ſufficient to heale this ſore, 


no medicine auaileable ro cure this 


maladie. Let vs therefore looke vnto 
our God who 1s the alone Phyſfition 
ſufficient, and moſt excellentarſuch 
a deſperate diſeaſe. 

In that he ſeemeth to diſtinguiſh 
betweene field and field, as exprel- 
ſing his mind, what field he meaneth 


thacbringeth forth ſuch —_— 
0 
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ſo neceſſary,8&ſufficier for the king 8 
his ſubic&s:welcarn in the laſt place, poarine 6. 
that there 1s no ground or field ſone- 
ceflary and fruitfull as that which is 
in tillage. The ſced which the ſower Math.13.18. 
went out to ſow in good ground: (by 
his good husbandry , labour , and 
Gods bleſſing vpon the ſame ) for 
onecorne yeelded an hundred fold, 
for ſome other, fixtie fold, and for a- 
nother thirtic, And itis reported of Gcn-26.14. 
Tſaacks crop of ſowing ſeed, in the 
landof Abimelechking of thePhili- 
ſtians, that he reaped the ſame yeare 
' an hundreth fold by eſtimation: ſo 
the Lord bleſſed him , ſaith the-textr. 
Andindeed,who is able to reckon vp 
the great increaſe of corne andgraine 
that God doth raiſe out of the earth, 
by this his bleſſed ordinance of til- 
lage and good husbandrie, fillingour ; 
houſes, barnes, and garners , beſides 
our rickes,houels,ſtackes,8& heapes of 
graine without number andmeaſure, 
ſome- 


ud 
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ſometimes pather ed and got together 


in oneland, (asin Egypt ) and ſuffi 


cient to ſerue and prouide for not 
only one country but many nations, 
as in the dates of Iofeph: who garhe- 
red wheatelike to the ſanqpot theſea, 
in mulcitade out of meaſure, vntill lic 
left numbting, for it was withone 
number. 

Thereaſon why, ſach abundance 
of fruite proceedeth oftillage, is firſt, 
the naturall barrennes of theearth,in 
regard of Gods curſe vponthe ſame; 
by the meanes of mansfinne, which 


now without painfull plowing will 


not be profitable and plenrifull 

Secondly, the bleſſing of God vp- 

on his owne ordinance, when man 
doth diligently and chearefully ſub- 
mit himſelfe vnto the ſame, in the 
Chriſtan-vſethereof,as more largely 
was ſhewed beforc in the reaſons of 
the ſecond doctrine, 


Which ſcrueth to confute tie 
proud 
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proud conceite of many graceleſſe 
Graziers,and the preſumptuousreſo- 
lution of many greedic decayers of 
rillage , whichſet their acres decayed 
at fuch arrincomparable valuation, ſo 
| exceedingly multiplying their rents 
and reuenewes, Their great ſtockes 
and ſtore ofalkind of-cattell,fo catily 
heeded , and maintained, without 
_ greatcharge or toile,makesnow their 
preſent ſtate ( as they ſuppoſe) vn- 
matchable : ſothat now they ſcorne 
at Iobs wealth -( like Arheiſts) being 
farre beyond him, in oxen, ſheepe,8& 
all kind of cartel}, Yet here (Taffure 
them ) is ſome difference, that his 


land cried nor out againſt him , nor 1ob.; 


the furrowes thereof made any.com- 
plaintin his-.confcience -'andthathe 
neuer carthe fruitesrhereof withour 
fluer, norgrieued the ſoules of the 
maiſters thereof, as theſe men do in 
every place. : 
Their innumerable tods of wooll, 
: their 


1.33.39 


_ Gen.3.17.18. 
Ig. 


Pſal,7v9. 


Plal.5o. I7. 
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- ſufficient for the ſeruice © 


_ incomparable credit,and gain 


their heards and droues © ap | 
Qourt 


and countrey, they eſteeme 19 bean 
« Nay 
ſome of the-are nor pr ſay, 
that by'this ſhort cqurſe, they auoid 
the curſe of digging &deluing in the 
carth , of plowing ard ſeating far 
their living , ſo tuſttyenjoyned them 


of Gad to {1 >4 nfull man. Thus: they 
dare open their mouth not onelya- 


gainſt men. but even againſt their 


Maker, and heauen it ſelfe. Thele men 


wil liuc by their own wits and waies, 


. deſpiſing Gods will andword,which 


hey cal behind them. Yet here let 


me reaſon alittle witlr this orecdie 
_ gripe, anddecayer of tillage for his 


ownepriuate gaine. Whatfield is fo 
fruitful. as that which is tilled? the a- 
bundace of this eatth is ouer al({aith 
he thatis wiſer then the wileſt of the 
all ) whoſe expcrience ſo (dearely 


bought, far ſurpaſſerh their moos: 
who 
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 whorriedall their vanities, and many 
more, and therefore we may truſt his 
reſolution, and affuredly preterre it 
before all others. 

1 heſe kind of men (periaps) rea- 
ſon well for their owne perſons and 
places:but where is their care for the 
Prince, and Gods people ; for the 
Church and commonwealth? T heir 
fields (I confeſle ) find many beaſts, 
bur the field that is ſowne , feedeth 
both men and beaſts. And here note 
thy charitie toward thine owne fleſh: 
Thou careſt for cattell, and art carc- 
lefleof Chriſtians, Thon art kinde to 
thy ſelfe, and regardeſt.not the ſtate 
of tne king and his ſubies,that con- 
iſt by the field that. is tilled, But ler 
the very beaſts conuince thee , the 
Bees, andal! creatures in their kinde 
whoare not made for tthemſelucs,but 
tor the common good. Theſheepe 
yeeld both fell and fleſh,the birdsand 
veaſts ,their yong ones and them- 
E ſelues., 


1,Cor.g.9. 


[ 
| 
: 

2 


7.Cor.9, 9, 


Gen.3.22-. 
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ſclues;the Bees their honey , the Oxe 
treadeth out the corne, and the horſe 
bearcth many heauy burthens,and al 
the creatures helpe for the common 
ſeruice , and reliefe of mankind : yer 


thou alone amongſt the reſt(& worfe 
n this reſpe& thenall the reſt)ſeekeſt 


onely thine owne gaines , and liueſt 
tothy ſelfe, with the hurt of all o- 


thers. 
But admit thon hadſtthine owne 


will, in turning commons into pa- 


ftures, and tilled fields into cloſing 


. forthy cattell;where in the end wold 


be thy bread , without plowing and 

ſeedes time? Therefore when God 
would take away the cutle of the 
world , he bringeth in this bleſſing, 
that ſeedes time and harueſt,cold and 
heate, ſommerand winter, dayand 
night ſhould'not ceafſe, whileſt the 
earth remained . But theſe men by 
their crueltie would bringallto con- 


fuſion , that the world cannotHiand, 
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if they benot.ſtayed. And ſo tuſtly in- WW 
currethe curſe of God, and his peo- 
ple: for as a bleſſing ſhall be ypon the Pro.11.26, 
head ofhim that ſelleth corne : ſo he 
that withdraweth it, the people will 
curſe him : for as the one prouideth 
for their neceſlitie, ſo the other mer- 
cilefſe men ( by decaying of tillage, 
and keeping in of corne ) do pro- 
cure'poore mens miſeric. Now if . 
itbe ſuch a curſed finne, to withdraw 
the corne in the daies of dearth , to 
make it dearer, that ſo men may vtter : 
the very reftuſe of their graine at any 
rate:as thoſe tyrannous ofpreſſours 
did in the daics of Nehemia, who 
cauſed their brethren to gage their 
lands, vineyards, and houſes , yea ro 
ſell their ſonnes, and themſelues as 
ſlaues, for corne : how much more 
intollerable an oppreſlion is it,to take 
away all neceſſary meanes of proui- 
lion, by tillageand husbandry? For if 
theſe men might preuaile , no corne « 

E 3 would 


mMO$z 8. C.6. 


Neh.5.3+5-8.9 


Math S. Ile 


Matb. 4.7. 


Fx0d.16.15. 


 Tofh. 5,12. 
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would be come by for any coine, for 
any {uite or ſeruice, for any pricke or 
priſe. For where nooxen are, there 
the cribis emptic, but muck. increaſe 
cometh by the {ſtrength of'the oxe. 
Where the means of good husband- 
ricisneglected , there is want of ne- 
ceſſarics, but by the diligenttilling of | 
theland by teames and ſtrong cattell 
ficfor plowing,there is plentie and a- 
bundice both tor man & beaſt, How 
can {ſuch men pray, Giue'vs this day 
our daily bread , that Eaily take away 
the meanesof bread? Will they have 
their bread,and not vie the means for 
bread, which is tillage? Is not this in 
plaine dealing to tempt the Lord? 
Will they haue God to feede them 
miraculouſly, with Manna, as he did 
Iſraclin the wilderneſſe, to manifeſt 
his power? No,no, in Canaan God 
will hauc plowing and ſowing vicd, 
& therefore when I{racl came hither 


Manna ccafſed. I ſpare here to ſpeake 
how 
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how theſe vnnaturall oppreſſours of 
their brethren,cauſe the people (ma- 
ny times) to murmure againſt their 
God, and to blaſpheme his name. 
Beſides the ſtrange rebellions, and 
outragious vproares and vpriſings a- 
gainſt their Prince and countrey.But 
is it not aavonder (to vſethe words 
ofno mcane man 1n his time ) that 
(heepethat were wontto be ſo milde 
and gentle , and fed with ſmall coſt, 
ſhould now become fo wild andra- 
ucnous,to cate vp inen, and lay walte 
whole countries? For theſe men(that | 
| encloſeall the commons) they pull _ | 
down houlcs,they overthrow towns "0 
leauing Churches to ſtand alone in 
lome places,ſeruing only asa pen for 
their ſheep. And.ſo cauſing poore mE 
of all ſorts to flitfro their dwellings, 
& many of the, finding no houſes to 
hidetheir heads in,do fallto (ell their 
goods & Ipuſhold ftuffe, and ar laſt 
(hauiog nothing left ) are forced to 
E 3 ſteale, 


Lib r, Vtop. 
The,Moore. 


Ezech, 34-31. 
Plal.95.7. GC 


109.3, 


Concluſeom 
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ſteale,& ſo iuſtly be hanged for their | 


labor,orat leaſt go wandring abrode, 
as vagrant perſons,neuer ſet on work: 
there being now ſmall buſineſſe, fo 
many good husbandries and tillages 
being mightily decaicd, Andis it not 
vnnaturall({aith another)to turn men 
out to bring in ſheep? Yet if they wil 


_ needs maintaine large paſtures, agd 


ſtocke them with ſheepe, remember 
what God ſaith by Ezechiel : The 
ſheepe of my paſtureare men, 8& we 
arc his people and the ſheep of his pa- 
ſture ; and the image of God in one 
man is more worth then al the ſheepe 
in the world. 

Therfore to conclude with exhor- 
ration, let ſuch as beare rhe face and 
haue the feature of me,ceafle now to 
be ſuch monſters any more : letnot 
thoſe that are called,and would needs 
be accompted Chriſtians, be worſe 
then Cannibals. Let them learne of 


ſauage beaſts , to ſpare their owne 
{exC, 
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ſexe. Yealet them know andacknovy- 
ledge , thatall creatures here below, 


1ea thouſand fold farre inferiourto — . 


him that 1s faſhioned ſo like to the 
yery Creator himſlelfe,and for whoſe 
ſake all other things were made to 
ſerue. And ſince that God and nature 
enioyne them this duty, let them: be 
ſeruiceable forthe beſt good of their 
pooreſt brethren , and ſtill remember 
that the carth is no ſtep-dame if itbe 
not abuſed,norour God any niggard 
(in prouiding for many millions of 
men-and beaſts). if his owne ſanRi- 
fied means be not deſpiſed. Let them 
not therefore now labour any longer 
to reduce the world to a confuſed 
Chaos,by inuerting,deforming, and 
_ quitedefacingthe moſt ſweere and 
amiable orderthat God hath inſtitn- 
ted. Letnot the Courtier(Iſay) con- 
temnethe Carter, by whoſe toile and 
tillage of the carth , both king and 
(tate conſiſteth. Andas they loue the 
4. life 


 letthem Jabour to vphold the plow, 1 
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lifeand:Honour of their Prince, {6 ! 


the;abundant profit whereof ſur- 


paſſerh all. Let them'tender rhe ſtate 


of, ther. countrey , - Church + and 


commonwealth , wherein they liue 


and breathe, thelife of God and na- 
ture, So ſhall they be free from great 
oftences , moſtiuſtly miniſtred by 


_ their former wicked wayes,toal ſorts 


of menthat hitherto haue, ſuſtained 
the {mart threof.So ſhal Godbe bet. 
ter ſerued, Chriſtian Magiſtrates & 
Miniſters more worthily and honou- 
rably maintained andreſpetted : and 
(whichs aioy ſurmountingall)they 
(hal have profit ſuficient,with ſound 
peace of conſcience,beſidesthe prailc 
and prayers of all that feare the Lord, 
in ſteed of many bitter curſes,” molt 

juſtly cauſed by rheir former 

wicked courlcs,&c. 
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